


One of our owners is one of the original researchers who 
came up with this formula, and one employee is a formula-
tor from the coatings industry.
	 "We built a facility in Hardwick in 2006 and developed 
a processing line to create and package the finish under the 
parameters of the patent. Though we are large enough to be 
a significant player in the field, we are also a small enough 
company to make custom finishes for furniture makers. A 
lot of furniture companies have unique spray applications 
that they are unwilling to change, and we can formulate to 

fit their needs and 
desires.
	 Low VOC "In 
general, the wood 
coatings industry is 
shifting toward saf-
er finishing prod-
ucts. The challenge 
is to create prod-
ucts that actually 
work as well as 
their predecessors. 
The advantage we 
have is that our 
finish is performing 
at such a high level 
that it is considered 
a high performance 
product. Our 
coatings flow out 

well, dry quickly and, thanks to a high solids content, may 
require fewer coats than some other traditional finishes.
	 "We currently offer clear floor finish in satin and semi-
gloss, and furniture finish in satin, semi-gloss and gloss. 
Like most waterbased coatings, ours dries crystal clear and 
will not yellow over time. You can put it over either oil-
based or waterbased stains, and over other finishes, includ-
ing older existing finishes. For instance, you could, after 
good cleaning and mild abrasion, use it to recoat kitchen 
cabinets.

	 "From the homeowner to the contractor, one thing we 
hear consistently is that the finish applies very well and 
easily with brushes, paint pads, lamb's wool and, of course, 
any type of spray equipment. Our coatings are perfect for 
people who do their own finishing of both furniture and 
floors, and we sell to homeowners, woodworkers and con-
tractors.
	 Often you can find us at stores that specialize in 
ecologically sound products, but more and more we are 
finding non-chain lumberyards and hardware stores more 
interested in carrying our greener line of products. In a 
pinch, you can always order direct from the website.
	 “We want to maintain our presence in rural Vermont 
and create jobs here. However, we also want to make sure 
Vermont Coatings are available throughout North America 
for those who want finishes that smell better, are less harm-
ful and are easier to apply. We'll grow to whatever size we 
need to be to serve our market without getting too large to 
stay in touch with what our customers want.
	 "We're a new product; try it," suggests Andrew. "We 
want you to experience what it is like using Vermont 
Natural Coatings, and we think you'll walk away feeling as 
excited about whey-based finishes as we are." 
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For more information about Vermont Natural Coatings 
visit us at www.vermontnaturalcoatings.com.

Issue: # 214     Posted Date: January 12, 2009


